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SHUPAMEM BACKGROUND

®0000000

LANGUAGE BACKGROUND

Shupamem is an Eastern Grassfields Bantu language of the Western Province
of central Cameroon spoken by approximately 420,000 speakers (Eberhard

et al., 2021)
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SHUPAMEM BACKGROUND
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LANGUAGE BACKGROUND

Shupamem is a tonal language that exhibits four contrastive surface tones
(Nchare (2012); Markowska (2020)):

ka ‘onion’ (L)

ka ‘fry.imp (H)

e ka ‘remove.IMP’ (LH)
ka ‘may’ (HL)

The data presented here are original and have been collected from one native
speaker of Shupamem, Abdoulaye Laziz Nchare.



SHUPAMEM BACKGROUND

[e]e] lele]elele)

TONAL SYSTEM

Almost all Shupamem nouns in my database exhibit only level tones (H and
L) on the surface. There are a few nouns with contour tones (HL and LH) in
citation from: na ‘mother’, wa ‘father’, gatd ‘cake’, telé ‘television’.

Except for those sparse cases, contour tones on nouns are observed almost
only in derived environments, e.g.:

sasére ‘European mantis’ + si ‘black’ —  saséré si ‘a black Euro. mantis’
nsast ‘older sibling” + PL —  sast ‘older siblings’
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TONAL SYSTEM

Tone plays a significant role in the Shupamem grammar.
e noun pluralization

mdmvi ‘goat’ pdmvi ‘goats’

—
malori ‘rice’ — malori ‘rice.PL’

kam ‘game’ — kam kam ‘games’
kam ‘crab’ — kam kam ‘crabs’
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TONAL SYSTEM

Tone plays a significant role in the Shupamem grammar.
e noun pluralization

mdmvi ‘goat’ pdmvi ‘goats’

—
malori ‘rice’ — malori ‘rice.PL’

kam ‘game’ — kam kam ‘games’
kam ‘crab’ — kam kam ‘crabs’

o TAM marking, e.g. in-ka ‘to fry’
ina: gka pén  ‘He is frying fufu.’
i pi ka pén ‘He fried fufu.’

e syntactic categories:subject vs. object

ndap ndap ya?[i mS *yi ndap ndap m*a kamérin
house house be-big.PL  1SG like.PAST I house house in Cameroon
‘Houses are big.’ ‘I liked houses in Cameroon.’



SHUPAMEM BACKGROUND

[e]e]e]e] Jelele)

TONAL SYSTEM

e syntactic structures
> ADJ + N: kim ‘old” + kdm ‘crab’ — kim k*am ‘old crab’
> N+ ADJ: kam ‘crab’ + mf¢ ‘new’ — kam mfé ‘new crab’
> N+ ADJ,: kdm ‘crab’ + pard ‘crazy’ — kam pard ‘crazy crab’
> N+ N: kjét ‘spear” + pit ‘war’ — kjét pit ‘war spear’
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TONAL SYSTEM

e syntactic structures

A. H-tone nouns
> ADJ + N: kim ‘old’ + kdm ‘crab’ — kim k*am ‘old crab’ H — *H
> N+ ADIJ: kdm ‘crab’ + mf¢ ‘new’ — kam mf¢ ‘new crab’ H — L
> N+ ADJ;: kdm ‘crab’ + pard ‘crazy’ — kam pard ‘crazy crab’ H - HL
> N+ N: kjét ‘spear’ + pit ‘war’ — kjét pit ‘war spear’ H — HL

B. L-tone nouns
> ADJ + N: kiim ‘old’ + pum ‘egg’ — kiim pumm ‘old egg’ L — L
> N+ ADJ: pum ‘egg’ + mfé ‘new’ — pum mfé¢ ‘new egg’ L - LH
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TONAL SYSTEM

e syntactic structures

A. H-tone nouns
> ADJ + N: kim ‘old’ + kdm ‘crab’ — kim k*am ‘old crab’ H — *H
> N+ ADIJ: kdm ‘crab’ + mf¢ ‘new’ — kam mf¢ ‘new crab’ H — L
> N+ ADJ;: kdm ‘crab’ + pard ‘crazy’ — kam pard ‘crazy crab’ H - HL
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B. L-tone nouns
> ADJ + N: kiim ‘old’ + pum ‘egg’ — kiim pumm ‘old egg’ L — L
> N+ ADJ: pum ‘egg’ + mfé ‘new’ — pum mfé¢ ‘new egg’ L - LH
> N+ ADJ,: pim ‘egg’ + pard ‘crazy’ — pum pard ‘crazy egg’ L - LH
> N+ N: gkum ‘tail’ + gjam ‘horse’ — ygkiin gjam ‘horse tail’ L — LH

v~ position of adjective with respect to a noun influences the tonal changes on
that noun

v~ tonal polarity in nouns preceding adjectives/nouns can be resolved in two
ways

v~ evidence for adjectives that behave like nouns
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OUR CONTRIBUTION

e we explored tonal patterns of ADJ+N, N+ADJ, and N+N structures for
variety of nouns across all nouns classes
e we suggest that the tonal alternations on nouns are not dependent on
noun class classification
e we show that a finer categorization of postnominal adjectives is
necessary
> true postnominal adjectives
> postnominal adjectives that behave like nouns
e we conclude that phonology by itself cannot account for the tonal
polarity patterns observed on nouns
o further research

> két adjectives that allow for both position with respect to the noun
introduce distinct tonal processes — still a puzzle
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Adjective classification across Grassfields Bantu languages
Adjective classification in Shupamem

[T I S

Prenominal adjectives
> tonal changes on monosyllabic and bisyllabic nouns
4. Postnominal adjectives (true and noun-like)
> tonal changes on monosyllabic and bisyllabic nouns
5. Compound nouns
> morpho-syntactic analysis
6. Nouns and adjective modifiers
> tonal polarity driven by syntactic movement

10
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N + ADJ IN GRASSFIELDS BANTU LANGUAGES

Different position of adjective modifiers with respect to a noun is observed in
other Grassfields Bantu languages closely related to Shuapemem. For
example, Bambalang (Wright, 2009), Bafanji (Hamm, 2013), Bafut (Tamanji,
2009), Mmen (Moller et al., 2014) differentiate between true and derived
adjectives:
o true adjectives
> either follow or precede the noun, e.g. from Bambalang

ntaa) yoy mbdga fé
, tall person njama njama  fresh
‘tall person’ ‘fresh njama njama’

e derived adjectives, e.g. from Bafut
nib)’> nilii
ni-h3’> ni-lit
> S-pumpkin  5-sweet
‘sweet pumpkin’

11



NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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How SHUPAMEM DIFFERS FROM RELATED
LANGUAGES?

However, Shupamem differs in at least 2 aspects:
o it allows flexibility of certain adjectives i.e. prenominal and postnominal
position
o tonal changes observed on modified nouns are not dependent on a noun
class but rather on the underlying tonal pattern associated with the noun

12



NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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GROUPS OF ADJECTIVES IN SHUPAMEM

Shupamem also distinguishes between true adjectives that have fixed position
either prenominal or postnominal, and derived adjectives.
e true prenominal
> mgbam ‘big’, kata? ‘complex’, kim ‘old’
e true postnominal
> mfé ‘new’, nsa ‘tall’, mb#é ‘raw’
e noun-like postnominal
> asdra ‘evil’, pard ‘crazy’, nzam ‘dark’
o derived
> kipkét ‘broken’, pokét ‘good’, vidkét ‘rotten’

13



NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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TRUE PRENOMINAL

SRs: Adj/N kjét ‘spear’ n3d? ‘flower’

sambd: ‘x.large’ sdmbd: kj‘ét  sambd: n3d?
ntam ‘long’ ntam kj*ét ntam nzd?

Table 1: Prenominal adjectives + monosyllabic nouns

SRs: Adj/N mapam lapa? mdmvi bafi
‘coat’ ‘shoe’ ‘goat’ ‘cat’
samba: sdmbd: mapam  sdmbd: 1'dpd?  sdmbd: mdmvi  sdmbd: brifi
ntam ntam mapam ntam 1*4pa? ntam mdmvi ntam b*ifi

Table 2: Prenominal adjectives + disyllabic nouns

14
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Table 2: Prenominal adjectives + disyllabic nouns

e H-'H
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NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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POSTNOMINAL ADJECTIVES

SRs: Adj/N  kjét’spear’ n3d? ‘flower’

si ‘black’ kjét si n35? si

nguri ‘big’ Kjét si n35? st
asara ‘evil’ kjét asdra n3d7? asdra
parri ‘crazy’ kjét péuri n35? pauri

Table 3: Postnominal adjectives + monosyllabic nouns
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POSTNOMINAL ADJECTIVES

SRs: Adj/N  kjét’spear’ n3d? ‘flower’

si ‘black’ kjét si n35? si

nguri ‘big’ Kjét si n35? st
asara ‘evil’ kjét asdra n3d7? asdra
parri ‘crazy’ kjét péuri n35? pauri

Table 3: Postnominal adjectives + monosyllabic nouns

pure ADJ: noun-like ADJ:
H-L H - HL
L—-LH
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NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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POSTNOMINAL ADJECTIVES

SRs: Adj/N mapam lapa? momvi bifi
si mapam si 14pa? si momvi si bufi si
ngrk mapam ggliﬁ lapa? I]gl'lﬁ mdmvi ggliri bufi ggliri
asara mapam asara | 14pa? asdra | momvi asara | bifi asdra
pauri mapam pairi | 1apa? part | modmvipami | bufi pauri
Table 4: Disyllabic nouns + postnominal adjectives
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NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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POSTNOMINAL ADJECTIVES

SRs: Adj/N mapam lapa? momvi bifi

si mapam si 14pa? si momvi si bufi si
ngrk mapam ggliﬁ lapa? I]gl'lﬁ mdmvi ggliri bufi ggliri
asara mapam asara | 14pa? asdra | momvi asara | bifi asdra
pauri mapam pairi | 1apa? part | modmvipami | bufi pauri

Table 4: Disyllabic nouns + postnominal adjectives

HH - HH
LL—-LLH
LH-LL
H.L - HH
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POSTNOMINAL TRUE: MOVEMENT

kam ‘crab’ + nguri ‘big’
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POSTNOMINAL TRUE: MOVEMENT

kam ‘crab’ + nguri ‘big’

P / kam ngri ‘big crab’
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NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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POSTNOMINAL TRUE: MOVEMENT

kam ‘crab’ + nguri ‘big’

DP .
P v kam yguri ‘big crab’
D’ v/ kam 1 pguiri ‘the big
/\ crab’
D AgrP
kam Agr’
Agr AP
| TN
() pgiri A
PN
A NP

17



NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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POSTNOMINAL TRUE: MOVEMENT

kam ‘crab’ + nguri ‘big’

/DP\ v/ kam I_]glifi ‘big crab’
D’ v/ kam 1 pguiri ‘the big
/\ crab’ .
D AgrP X (1) ngiiri kam
kélm/\Agr’
w he
| TN
@ pglin A
P
A NP

17



NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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PRENOMINAL TRUE: NO MOVEMENT

kin ‘bed’ + samba: ‘x. large’

DP
N
D’
N
D AgrP
() Agr’
Agr AP

|
(1)  samba: A

N
A NP
\
kun
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NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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PRENOMINAL TRUE: NO MOVEMENT

kin ‘bed’ + samba: ‘x. large’

DP
P v/ samba: k*un ‘x.large
D’ bed’
/\
D AgP

)
Agr
|
(1)  sdmba: A
N
A NP

kin
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PRENOMINAL TRUE: NO MOVEMENT

kin ‘bed’ + samba: ‘x. large’

DP
P v/ samba: k*un ‘x.large
D’ bed’
BN v/ ji samba: k*tn ‘this
D AgrP x.large bed’
'L /\
() Agr’
Agr AP
|
(1)  sambd: A
P
A NP
\
kin
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NOUN MODIFIED BY ADJECTIVES
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PRENOMINAL TRUE: NO MOVEMENT

kin ‘bed’ + samba: ‘x. large’

DP
P v/ samba: k*un ‘x.large
D’ bed’
N v/ ji samba: k'*tGn ‘this
D AgrP x.large bed’
L X () kim sdmba:
() Agr’
Agr AP
|
(1)  sambd: A
P
A NP
kin
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COMPOUNDS AND MORE

kjét ‘spear’ + pit ‘war’

DP

/\
NP, NP,

L
kjgt  pit
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COMPOUND NOUNS
[ Je]

COMPOUNDS AND MORE

kjét ‘spear’ + pit ‘war’

DP / kjét pit ‘war spear’
X kit pit ‘war spear’
Np JELD p
/\
NP; NP,
|
kjet  pit

e similar tonal behavior exhibit reduplicated noun (Markowska, 2020)
kam ‘game’ — kam kam ‘games’
kdm ‘crab> —  kam kam ‘crabs’

>
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o kuin ‘bed’ + rani ‘light’
» ki réni ‘day bed’
> kiun r*ani ‘bed for the light’
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COMPOUND NOUNS
oe

MORE CONSTRUCTIONS TO EXPLORE

kiin ‘bed’ + rani ‘light’

» ki réni ‘day bed’

» kiin r*ani ‘bed for the light’
kin ‘bed’ + n3am ‘dark’

> kiin n3am ‘night bed’
> kiin n3am ‘bed for the dark’

kjét ‘spear’ + asara ‘evil’
> kjét asara ‘evil arrow’
> kjet asara ‘evil’s arrow’

phonology cannot account for such cases
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SUMMARY

o tonal changes on nouns modified by adjectives are dependent on:

1. position on the adjective
2. type of adjective
3. underlying tonal pattern of the noun

e prenominal adjectives cause downstep on the first syllable of the noun

o the movement of the noun to AgrP, Spec causes tonal polarity, such that
underlying H tones surface as L, and underlying L as LH

e postnominal adjectives are subdivided into true and noun-like adjectives

e noun-like adjectives, similarly to true nouns, form distinct syntactic
structure (compounding), which is reflected in monosyllabic H tone
tones (H — HL, as opposed to H — L)

e it is evident that purely phonological analysis of those phenomena is
impossible

o Shupamem tones play crucial role in the grammar of the language
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Thank you!

Contact:
magdalena.markowska @stonybrook.edu
ncharelaziz @ gmail.com
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-két ADJECTIVES: PRENOMINAL

SRs: Adj/N kjét ‘spear’ n3d? ‘flower’
pokét ‘good’ pokét kjet pokét n3d?

kipkét ‘broken’  kipkétkjet  kipkét n3d?
SRs: Adj/N mapam lapa? mdmvi bfi
‘coat’ ‘shoe’ ‘goat’ ‘cat’
pokét pokét mapam  pokét lapa?

pokét mdmvi  pokét bufi

kipkét  kipkét mapam  kipkét lapa?  kipkét mdmvi  kipkét bufi
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ISSUES
[ Jele]e]

-két ADJECTIVES: PRENOMINAL

SRs: Adj/N kjét ‘spear’ n3d? ‘flower’
pokét ‘good’ pokét kjet pokét n3d?
kipkét ‘broken’  kipkétkjet  kipkét nzd?

SRs: Adj/N mapam lapa? mdmvi bfi
‘coat’ ‘shoe’ ‘goat’ ‘cat’

pokét pokét mapam  pokétlapa?  pokét momvi  pokét bufi
kipkét  kipkét mapam  kipkét lapa?  kipkét mdmvi  kipkét bufi

Changes:
e H-L
e HH—-L.L
e HL - L.L

no downstep rule

tonal change on the adjective
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-két ADJECTIVES: POSTNOMINAL

SRs: Adj/N kjét ‘spear’ n3d? ‘flower’
mbokét ‘good”  kjet mbokét  n3d? mbokét
ljkipkét ‘broken’  kjet gkipkét  n35? pkipkét

SRs: Adj/N mapam lapa? momvi buifi
‘coat’ ‘shoe’ ‘goat’ ‘cat’

mbokét mapam mbokét  1dpa? mbokét momvi mbokét  bifi mbokét
gkipkét mapam pkipkét 14pa? pkipkét mdmvi pkipkét bl’lﬁ gkipkét
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-két ADJECTIVES: POSTNOMINAL

SRs: Adj/N kjét ‘spear’ n3d? ‘flower’
mbokét ‘good”  kjet mbokét  n3d? mbokét
ljkipkét ‘broken’  kjet gkipkét  n35? pkipkét

SRs: Adj/N mapam lapa? momvi buifi
‘coat’ ‘shoe’ ‘goat’ ‘cat’

mbokét mapam mbokét  1dpa? mbokét momvi mbokét  bifi mbokét
gkipkét mapam gkipkét lapa? gkipkét mdmvi pkipkét bl’lﬁ gkipkét

Changes:

H — L (expected)

e L.H — L.L (expected)

L — L is the ADJ begins with L tone

e L — LH is the ADJ begins with H tone

e H.L —» H.L is the ADJ begins with L tone
e H.L —» H.H is the ADJ begins with H tone
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ISSUES
[e]e] o]

SUMMARY OF TONAL CHANGES: PRENOMINAL

UR: N/ Adj kim ‘old’ kipkét ‘broken’  pokét ‘good’
kam ‘crab’ kdam k*am kipkét kam pokét kam
pum ‘egg’ kdm pum kipkét pim pokét pum
mapam ‘coat’ kim mapam  kipkét mapam pokét mapam
lapa? ‘shoe’ kdam 1*4pé? kipkét 1apa? pokét lapa?
mdmvi ¢ goat’ kim momvi  kipkét mdmvi pokét momvi
wiimpa ‘thought’ | kim w'ipma  kipkét wiimpa pokét wupma
H-*H H-L H-L
HH—-'HH HH->LL HH-LL
HL-'HL HL-LL HL-L.L
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ISSUES
[e]e]e] ]

SUMMARY OF TONAL CHANGES:POSTNOMINAL

UR: N/ Adj mfé ‘new’ kipkét *broken’  pokét ‘good’
kam ‘crab’ kam mf¢ kam pkipkét kam mbokét
pum ‘egg’ pum mf¢ pim nkipkét pum mbokét
mapam ‘coat’ mapam mfé  mapam gkipkét  mapam mbokét
lapa? ‘shoe’ lapa? mfé lapa? nkipkét lapa? mbokét
mdmvi ‘goat’ mdmvi mfé  mdmvi gkipkét  mdmvi mbokét
wiimpa ‘thought’ | wimpa mfé  wipmd gkipkét  wimpa mbokét

L—-LH L—-LH L-L
HL-HH HL - HH HL-HL
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